



Sarah Lawrence College
Public Relations Partner Opportunity

The Opportunity
The College is seeking a public relations partner to assist in enhancing its awareness among key constituencies, especially in regard to the institution’s achievements, unique educational model, and alumni success.

While the College’s current financial situation suggests only a project-based relationship may be feasible initially, the intent of the Communications Department is to move toward a longer-term retainer-based relationship as quickly as possible. The Board and President also support this objective.
The primary thrust of PR efforts will be national, with specific regions targeted for special recruiting focus. Additionally, however, the College is interested in attracting greater prospective student interest from Europe, Asia, and Latin America and will attempt to capitalize on the growing international interest in liberal arts education.

Objectives

· Gain relevant citations and positive word of mouth in print and electronic media reaching prospective students interested in selective and highly selective colleges and universities; their parents; key decision influencers such as guidance counselors; and opinion leaders in the arts, sciences, government, policy maker community, foundations, and others.

· “Burnish the brand” for alumni, on-campus communities, and others 

· Through citing the achievements of SLC alumni, confirm to parents and others that our graduates succeed and leave an inordinately large imprint in their spheres of practice.

· Convince key targets and the media that SLC provides outstanding value, notwithstanding its perennial listing as being the “most expensive college” in the US

· Help establish SLC President Karen R. Lawrence as an authority of note on one or more specific liberal arts-related topics

· Support other SLC branding and marketing initiatives, including social media
Relevant History

Founded in 1926, Sarah Lawrence gained awareness and reputation from pre-war through the seventies, to the degree that it was once considered the preeminent progressive liberal arts college in the US. That reputation was enhanced by some very prominent faculty members – Rudolf Arnheim, a major world figure in psychology and film theory; Joseph Campbell, the noted mythologist; Bessie Schoenberg, dance guru for whom the Oscar of dance, the “Bessie,” is named; and among others, Margaret Yourcenar, doyenne of historical novelists and first woman admitted to the Academie Francaise.
After Sarah Lawrence went coed in 1968, its reputation remained relatively strong – it was named Time Magazine’s College of the Year in 2000 – but awareness had declined by then and precipitously since.  No specific reason for this decline is apparent other than the fact that the College neglected to communicate its strengths and achievements while peer institutions and other did so aggressively. It’s also possible that the decision to not require SAT scores, and therefore not participate in the USNews liberal arts rankings, has further constrained awareness.

Today, the College’s strong reputational history is manifest only among academics and, to a lesser degree, a small set of guidance counselors whom it regularly calls on. The general public, especially beyond the New York metro area and pockets in California, is largely unaware of Sarah Lawrence. And among those who have heard of us, a significant percentage believe we’re still a women’s institution.

What makes Sarah Lawrence different?

We’re what’s known as a “progressive liberal arts” college, which means we follow John Dewey’s theory-and-practice philosophy of education. Hampshire, Bennington, and Colorado College are also progressive schools, although our differences are significant. In general terms, our academic process is characterized by highly rigorous course work and innovative practices, including:

· Faculty Mentors or “Dons”

Each student works with a faculty adviser (called a “don”) to design his or her own program of study. The don – an Oxford and Cambridge innovation hundreds of years old – provides ongoing academic and personal guidance and mentoring. Sarah Lawrence is the only US institution to utilize donning.

· Individual Program Planning

The College encourages students to choose the courses of study most meaningful to them and recognizes the importance of tailoring each student’s program to his or her specific interests. The faculty don and the student work together to plan a program that will be most beneficial. And at the start of the semester, students interview individual faculty before making class selections; we believe this is also unique in American higher education.

· Academic Concentrations

While there are no formal majors at Sarah Lawrence, all academic studies are writing intensive and intellectually challenging. Our students call their main areas of interest “concentrations.” Working with their dons, students develop an educational plan and approach best suited to their individual needs.

· A Writing Intensive Education

At Sarah Lawrence, we believe that writing is essential to thinking and learning – and this is what Time Magazine cited in naming us liberal arts College of the Year in 2000. We require our undergraduates to produce in-depth, analytical papers across all disciplines, and we measure students’ academic progress by examining these papers. Employers and graduate schools consistently tell us they value our alumni for their ability to write, an asset that sets them apart from many of their peers.

· Seminar-Conference System

In our seminar-conference system, each course consists of a seminar (a small, highly interactive class with no more than 13 students) plus a biweekly conference in which students meet one on one with professors to discuss projects related to the course. Conference projects may be research papers but also can be a work of fiction, performance or creative work, documentary film, or other product that shows a deep engagement in the subject and mastery of one or more elements of the seminar topic. Students take three courses each semester—the equivalent of six anywhere else—to explore each subject in depth.

· Integration of the Creative and Performing Arts

Sarah Lawrence was among the first colleges in the U.S. to include the arts within its curriculum, underscoring our belief that development of the creative faculties plays a central role in the growth of the individual.

· Commitment to Teaching

We have no graduate assistants, instructors, or adjunct lecturers—and no hierarchy of faculty ranking (no assistant, associate, and full professor titles). Each teacher is fully a teacher, available to first-year students and sophomores as well as to juniors and seniors. SLC faculty members spend approximately twice as much time with individual students as the faculty of any other liberal arts college.
· Personal Written Evaluations

Faculty produce written evaluations in response to each student’s work. These end-of-semester evaluations are the culmination of an ongoing dialogue in class and in conference and therefore stress individual strengths and weaknesses, giving students a more complete sense of their progress than traditional grades. The College does maintain a record of student grades for external purposes, such as graduate school applications, but students frequently don’t ask to see them.
· Proximity to New York City

SLC offers students internship, educational, recreational, cultural, artistic, social, and other opportunities in New York – while being based on a beautiful suburban campus just 16 miles and a 30-minute train ride away.

· Strengths Across the Curriculum

While the College has been primarily known for alumni in writing and the arts, it also has a distinguished roster of graduates in business, academia, science, and medicine. For the last several years, all seniors applying to medical school have been accepted and at prestigious institutions.

Representative Alumni of Note
Rahm Emanuel, Chief of Staff to President Barack Obama
Alice Walker, writer
Julianna Margulies, actor
Ian Lipkin, physician and epidemiologist; identified the West Nile Virus
Vera Wang, fashion designer
JJ Abrams, film/TV producer
Jedd Novatt, internationally acclaimed sculptor

