Minutes of the Proceeding and Actions

of the 2008 Assembly Meeting

Public Relations Society of America

Saturday, Oct. 25, 2008

Note: These minutes are the official record of the proceeding and meeting, subject to approval by the 2009 Delegate Assembly.

Jeffrey J. Julin, APR, 2008 chair and CEO, called the 57th Assembly of the Public Relations Society of America to order at 8:07 a.m. EDT and welcomed the delegates. Julin introduced Parliamentarian and Legal Counsel Ann Thomas, the executive staff and members of the PRSA Board of Directors. 

Credentials Report at 8:07 a.m. EDT

Motion #1 — Mary Deming Barber, APR, Fellow PRSA, 2008 secretary, on behalf of the 2008 Credentials Committee, moved for adoption of the credentials report. At 8:07, out of a possible 329 delegates, 258 were present, including 28 proxies. The motion passed.

Standing Rules

Motion #2 — There was no objection to not reading the Standing Rules of Procedures aloud. Barber moved for adoption of the Standing Rules. The motion passed. 

Adoption of the Agenda

Motion #3 — Julin moved for adoption of the agenda with the addition of the report of the Student Affiliate Task Force. The motion passed.

2007 Assembly Minutes 

Minutes of the 2007 Assembly, as approved by the Minutes Committee, were provided to delegates ahead of the meeting. The minutes committee comprised of Barber; Michael Cherenson, APR, 2007 secretary; and Laurel O’Brien, APR, Philadelphia Chapter. 

Robin N. Bizjack, APR, Tampa Bay Chapter, requested a technical correction to the minutes to correct the spelling of her name on motion 23. 

Motion #4 — Deborah Silverman, APR, Fellow PRSA, Buffalo Chapter, moved to add to the minutes: Deborah Silverman, APR, Fellow PRSA, Buffalo Chapter seconded motion 16. Mark McClennan, APR, Boston Chapter, seconded. The motion passed.

Bylaw Amendment #1
Motion #5 — David Rickey, APR, senior counsel to the Board of Directors and chair of the Bylaw Rewrite Task Force, presented and moved to approve Proposed Bylaw Amendment #1 (concerning the international delegate at large) on behalf of the Nominating Committee. The motion passed.

Chapter Dissolution 

Motion #6 — On behalf of the Chapter District Council, Julin presented a motion to dissolve the Oakland-East Bay Chapter. The motion passed. 

State of the Society 

Julin, Cherenson and William Murray, president and chief operating officer, presented a “State of the Society” report. The full report is available from PRSA Headquarters. 

Finance Report
Rosanna Fiske, APR, 2008 treasurer, presented the treasurer’s report. The full report is available from PRSA Headquarters. She and Philip Bonaventura, chief financial officer, answered questions from Assembly delegates. 

Motion #8 — On behalf of the Finance Committee, Fiske moved that the Assembly approve the dues for 2009 based on the dues structure for 2008. The motion passed. 

Motion #9 — Barber moved to suspend the Rules so the Assembly could take up the Student Affiliate Task Force report following lunch and proceed with the remaining agenda as presented. Fiske seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

Member Value Perception and Satisfaction Survey
David Rockland, Ph.D., and Christina Darnowski, director, research and project management, PRSA, presented a report on the Member Value Perception and Satisfaction Survey. The full report is available from PRSA Headquarters, New York. 

Shared Vision for New Bylaws

David Rickey and Jean Frankel, Tecker Consulting, led the delegates in a discussion surrounding governance structures and the new Bylaws. 

Motion #10 — Cherenson moved to suspend the Rules so the Assembly could take up the strategic dialogue discussion followed by the remaining part of the agenda. Barber seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Strategic Dialogue

Rickey and Frankel facilitated a discussion with the Assembly delegates regarding how the delegates could have strategic dialogue at future Assembly meetings. The discussion focused on establishing practice standards for public relations. 

Motion #11 — On behalf of the 2008 Credentials Committee, Barber moved for adoption of the credentials report. At 2:30 p.m. EDT, out of a possible 329 delegates, 300 were present, including 41 proxies. The motion passed.

Volunteer Leadership Task Force Report
Blake Lewis, APR, Fellow PRSA, and BJ Whitman, APR, Fellow PRSA, co-chairs of the Volunteer Leadership Task Force, provided the delegates a report of the work of the Volunteer Leadership Task Force. The full report is available from PRSA Headquarters. 

Student Affiliate Task Force Report

Diane Krider, APR, and Denis Wolcott, APR, Fellow PRSA, co-chairs of the Student Affiliate Task Force, presented a report of the committee’s work. The full report is available from PRSA Headquarters. 

Nominating Committee Report

Motion #12 — On behalf of the Nominating Committee, Cheryl Procter-Rogers, APR, Fellow PRSA, moved that the delegates accept the report of the Nominating Committee including the following candidates for national leadership in 2009: 

Chair-Elect: Gary D. McCormick, APR, Fellow PRSA

Treasurer: Thomas E. Eppes, APR, Fellow PRSA

Secretary: Leslie J. Backus, APR

East Central District representative: Catherine A. Huggins, APR

Mid-Atlantic District representative: Steven Lewis Grant, APR

Midwest District representative: Gail D. Liebl, APR

Northeast District representative: Gail A. Winslow-Pine, APR

Sunshine District representative: Kathy Nelson Barber, APR

Tri-State District representative: Lynn Appelbaum, APR, Fellow PRSA

Western District representative: Donald P. Kirchoffner, APR, Fellow PRSA

At-Large representative: Deborah A. Silverman, Ph.D., APR 

Assembly delegates-at-large: Carolyn G. Bobo, APR, Fellow PRSA, and Susan Van Barneveld, APR

International Assembly delegates-at-large: Ann P. Knabe, APR, and Mary Graybill, APR, Fellow PRSA 

The motion passed. McCormick addressed the Delegates.

Motion #13 —McClennan moved the adoption of the following resolution:

Be it resolved that the PRSA National office provide the PRSA Assembly delegates a draft agenda and the minutes from the previous year’s National Assembly at least three weeks prior to the National Assembly, and the most recently available balance sheet and financial report two weeks prior to the Assembly, and notify them of their availability. 

Kevin P. Kane, APR, Rochester Chapter, seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Motion #14 — Julin called the order of the day at 5 p.m. Delegates were asked to extend the time. The motion failed.

Julin expressed the Board of Directors’ commitment to provide the minutes of the Assembly to the delegates within 30 days of the Assembly.  

Motion #15 — Julin adjourned the meeting at 5:10 p.m. EDT.

Respectfully submitted, 

Committee for the Minutes of the 2008 Assembly:


Mary Deming Barber, APR, Fellow PRSA, 2008 secretary; chair


Leslie Backus, APR, 2009 secretary


Kimberly Skeltis, APR, Detroit Chapter president-elect

Transcription Company:


Ubiqus/Nation-Wide Reporting & Convention Coverage

Credentials Committee:


Mary Deming Barber, APR, Fellow PRSA, 2008 secretary


Vincent Hazleton, Ph.D., APR, Fellow PRSA


Christopher Veronda, APR

